




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A New Understanding of the Kondō Section of the 
Yakushiji Engi
Nozomu MOCHIZUKI
In the Kondō section of the Yakushiji Engi (Guidebook to the Temple Yakushiji, 
1015), there is a passage that was apparently quoted from Ruki (List of Temple 
Properties), compiled around the middle of the Nara period and lost in the present 
day. The passage states that Jitō Tennō (Empress Jitō) created the Yakushi Triad, the 
principal statue of Yakushiji. If the passage is originally a sentence of Ruki, then the 
statement contradicts the well-known fact that the appellation “Jitō Tennnō” was first 
used late in the Nara period.
As early as the year 1901, Tadashi Sekino expressed his strong suspicion that the 
passage had not been quoted from Ruki, in which the reasoning is based on his own 
observations. Many authors have worked since then to make the truth clear about the 
statement, but no satisfactory explanations are obtained.
In this paper, we shall show the following. The writer of the Yakushiji Engi 
rewrote a sentence of Ruki, and the passage is the result of this rewriting. The 
passage has almost the same meaning as the original Ruki sentence. The appellation 
“Jitō Tennnō” conforms to common usage in the Heian period so that no contradiction 
occurs. The key to our conclusion is a phrase at the end of the passage that has been 
neglected for a long time, which is “ 今 略 抄 之 ” (In fact, we have rewritten a Ruki 
sentence). This is the writer’s comment explaining what the passage means, and we 
can see that the rewriting is not a fabrication.
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